























THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
Further Discussion II

PETER DARLING (Australia) Your editorial in LUNA Monthly 13 was timely
as it concerned a matter of some importance that does not seem to have
been sufficiently discussed. The report to the St. Louiscon, adopted
and passed as a motion, provided for a committee to be set up at St.
Louis to obtain the opinions of fans and fan groups on the mechanism to
be used for holding the World Convention. It seems that this committee
was not formed; I have heard no details of its composition or enquiries
and it certainly has not contacted any Australian fans. This is unfor-
tunate as the Heicon business session will be forced to act with what
will at best be insufficient information when considering changes to the
current rules.

As many of your readers will be aware, Australian fandom has been
considering bidding for the World Convention in 1975. For a three month
period earlier this year there was considerable discussion about a poss-
ible bid. A fanzine was published and widely distributed to serve as a
fortnightly forum for opinions pro and con making a bid. At the business
session of the last Australian Convention held in Melbourne at Easter it
was unanimously agreed that the rules as they presently exist are unsat-
isfactory. A committee was set up to argue for rule changes at Heicon
and to bid for a convention in '75 if convinced that such a bid would be
worthwhile.

I believe that the International Convention you mention in the edi-
torial would not be truly international as it would not reflect the rel-
ative strengths of U.S. and overseas fandom. It is not possible to treat
the U.S. as just an equal with other countries when in fact the majority
of science fiction fans, of science fiction publishing activity and of
science fiction writing is in the U.S. Any scheme which does not recog-
nize this fact will, I believe, reduce the World Science Fiction Conven-
tion to a thing of little significance.

For a convention to be truly international it must have an inter-
national membership. In practice, this means that there should be a
moderate number of U.S. fans and authors present. You argue that a
greater number of non-North American Worldcons will result in a greater
number of U.S. fans attending, but surely the reverse must be true. The
Heicon charter flights will enable American fans to attend that conven-
tion at a (relatively) cheap price. However, there was some difficulty
in obtaining sufficient numbers for these charters, and one had to be
abandoned. If the World Convention were held outside North America more
frequently, perhaps up to four times every five years, there would def-
initely be insufficient U.S. fans attending each convention to arrange a
charter, reducing even further the incentive to attend. If overseas
conventions occurred only every five years, all fans thinking of an ov-
erseas trip during the period could arrange their holidays to attend the
convention and the greater numbers attending would make possible the
greatly reduced fares available on charter flights. )

In your editorial you assume that there would be sufficient inter-
est to support a comprehensive international rotation scheme. I doubt
if this would be so. Sweden and Australia have indicated that they would
like to hold the Worldcon but otherwise there seems to be no great en-
thusiasm to host the Convention. In the period since the St. Louiscon
changes were made, there have been no further indications of intention
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to bid, surely not an indication of a world-wide fandom prevented from
holding a World Convention by the restrictive rules.

The present rules state that "the rule of rotation may be set aside

by a vote of three fourths voting..." 1 believe that any foreign bid
outside the five year rotation plan could be accommodated under this
rule -- perhaps the Heicon may like to reduce the requirement for a 75%

majority for foreign conventions. The publicity that would be needed to
secure such a variation of the rotation plan would help to ensure the
success of the convention by making American fans more aware of its ex-
istence.

The changes suggested at St. Louis and incorporated in the rules
showed that American fans are conscious that science fiction fandom is
now international in scope. I hope that great care will be taken to en-
sure that the relatively small overseas fan groups will grow by enabling
them to hold a World Convention that is truly international in scope,
rather than a national convention with some of the trappings of a World
Convention.

GARY MASON (Australia) You don't ask this exactly, but "why shouldn't
America be as entitled to hold a national convention as any other coun-
try?" seems, by implication, to be a question central to the sentiments
of your June editorial. Well, I didn't know that fans were so strong on
nationalism...

Any desire by Americans to hold a "big national con like other
countries do" shows an ignorance of the nature of overseas national cons.
The question in non-North American countries is one of how many conven-
tions a year the fan population can support -- I mean, possibly there
are as many fans outside as inside North America, but there is no com-
parison between individual non-North American countries and the United
States so far as fan population goes. The existence of the "national
con' depends upon the fan population's size; where there are few fans
(as in every non-North American country) the entire nation is the most
convenient regional unit for conducting a con. If U.S. fans want con-
ventions comparable to Australia's, or Britain's, or Sweden's, or Jap-
an's '"national" cons, they will need greater fragmentation -- more,
smaller cons, not a single supergiant one.

A1l that said, there is no reason why U.S. fans (I doubt that fans
from Canada or Mexico or St. Pierre et Miquelon care very much) should
not organize a NASFiC, anyway. Just so long as they realize that in so
doing they will be destroying international fandom. I can offer no par-
ticular reason why American fans should forego that pleasure; selfless-
ness must come from within -- its beneficiaries have no right to ask for
it. (Even when, as in this case, the opposite course is being represent-
ed to them as selflessness.) I can point out how little the sacrifice
would entail, however. Instead of having the most important convention
in the world every year (but having it called only a continental or nat-
ional con), you could have -- if you supported a return to the old 5-
year rotation plan, as I do -- the most important convention in the
world four years out of five, but with a title that reflected its impor-
tance.

What? There are too many countries Interested in holding a World-
con to revert to the 5-year plan? '"Australia, Japan, Sweden, England,
etc.", as you said in your letter to us? Well, so far as 1 know, only
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Australia and Sweden are actually interested -- and both were already
interested before the St. Louis rule changes. (Sweden has since changed
the year of 1its bid, but the important thing to remember is that it was
perfectly happy to wait until 1980.) According to my information, only
one English fan is remotely interested in bidding for another Worldcon
there in the near future. If Japanese fans want a Worldcon, it is odd
that they have publicized the fact so little that none of the better-in-
formed cf Australia's fans seem to have heard of it.

In fact, isn't it strange that in the eleven months since the St.
Louiscon supposedly made it so easy and so tempting for non-North Ameri-
can countries to bid for the Worldcon, not a single new bid has been an-
nounced? I take this as direct confirmation that the desire amongst non
North Americans to hold Worldcons was not as great as was apparently
thought: either that, or the thought of competing against a NASFiC for
American attendance (the attendance that is essential to any Worldcon's
success, and which you yourselves admit in your editorial would fall
off) 1is as daunting to others as it is to us in Australia. Either way,
the St. Louis rules have not been successful in promoting the fannish
internationality which was their aim, at best; at worst, they have been
counter-productive.

An interesting point 1is that while you support the four points of
the main St. Louis motion, you urge a plan that "makes no concessions to
American participation other than to include it as an area in the same
proportion as any other country." If, in fact, America is being granted
no special favours, how come the current World Science Fiction Society
rules are changed to give America a ready-made NASFiC, leaving internat-
ional fans to construct an entirely new organization, rotation plan, and
tradition? It is difficult to imagine a rule stating, '"The name of the
sf convention now styled the 'World Science Fiction Convention' should
be changed to the Australian Science Fiction Convention." (And I should
point out that I consider that the part of that first motion that refers
to the convention "now held in North America" -- which T did not para-
phrase above -- is a red herring. By the time the motion becomes opera-
tive as part of the Rules of the World Science Fiction Society, there
will have been three such conventions held outside North America which,
considering the relative importance of North American and other fandoms
to science fiction, is perfectly sufficient to justify the title "World
Convention" -- which 1s my whole point.) No, if American fandom sin-
cerely wants to set up a NASFiC, let it go the right way about it and
draw up its own rules and traditions, and not appropriate to itself
something that properly belongs to the world.

HANS-WERNER HEINRICHS (Germany) The editorial concerning the so-called
International Convention has the built-in flaw that I've found in many
U.S. views on the current situation, i.e. it is not realistic for a var-
iety of reasons. And because of that it comes at least 10 years too
soon. One cannot do the second step before the first one is done. In-
ternational fandom is not so strong as seems to be believed by a number
of U.S. fans. ’

In many countries, fandom in the terms of the U.S. is at the very
beginning with all the problems yet to come that British and U.S. fandom
and to some extent Scandinavian and German fandom have coped with.
Therefore the situation will still be uncertain for a number of years.
None of the overseas fandoms is able to host a convention on the scale
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of the present worldcon continuously as is the case with U.S. fandom.
Life is not as affluent 1in other countries and many foreign fans cannot
even make a convention in their own country.

The proposed International Convention will therefore shortly become
a second-rate regional-like con that happens to bear the name only be-
cause it was hit hy the rule. Hardly any U.S. pro will bother to make
such a convention and therefore the affair will lose most of its inter-
est. If this convention cannot offer any international authors, the
following conventions will shortly stop using the name. The end of this
will be a large first-rate convention in the U.S. and a class of second-
rate fans overseas. As it has already been for quite some time.

There are just two bidders for the next overseas worldcons within
this decade: Stockholm and Australia. It doesn't look like Britain or
Germany bidding again in the next years. So why make all this fuss? The
traditional rotation plan will be sufficient. This traditional plan
guarantees a foreign worldcon every 5 years (with the built-in possibil-
ity of bidding in between). Also it gives both sides enough time to re-
cover from either a trip abroad or from the effects this has had on a
small fandom. At some future date it might be perfectly all right to
switch from the S5-year rotation to a 3-year rotation.

Up to now the major part of the world's fans live in North America
and most of the stuff is being written there -- therefore it 1is only
right that the North American continent has a bigger share in the world-
cons. Besides, U.S. fandom has enough people to run them, too.

Foreign attendance at U.S. worldcons has been almost none up to St.
Louiscon and it will probably not change in the future. Even charter
flights with their cheap rates will not encourage too many, since the
cost of 1living in the U.S. is very high compared to the average Euro-
pean cost. Naturally, it is a lot cheaper for Americans when they come
to Europe.

Of course the Hugo should be an English-language award -- there is
hardly anything written in other languages that deserves setting up an-
other line of yearly awards. Also, one should not forget that the Hugo
might be given to English translations of foreign works. Maybe the fan-
nish Hugos though should include works in another language.

The idea of presenting a new kind of convention to the rest of the
world without asking it and maintaining in fact the worldcon (disguised
as NASFiC) 1in the U.S. is really what makes most of the European fans
I've talked to angry. For one thing, this idea shows that parts of U.S.
fandom do not want to share an institution -- that has for many years
been everything else but a '"world" convention -- at Jjust that moment
when there is a real interest and the possibility on behalf of the over-
seas fans to really make it a world convention. And it also shows that
those factions are not interested in the other fandoms, because they did
not bother to ask any European or Australian fan for suggestions when
they put up the NASFiC. They acted purely out of ignorance -- a selfish
ignorance -- and wouldn't even listen to what the few Europeans present
at St. Louiscon had to say about the real situation. The change to the
NASFiC was exactly the thing that I talked about on a panel at Oxford
last Easter and which did not find the approval of attending U.S. fans
-- that a group of U.S. fans was afraid to lose the worldcon forever and
would therefore rather prohibit it 1leaving the country (by renaming it

NASFiC than letting it out of the country every 5 years.
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Coming

August

1

14

14

14

15

CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING at home of member. For in-
fo: Lou Tabakow, 3953 St. Johns
Terr, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
ALBUQUERQUE SF GROUP MEETING at
Los Ranchos Village Hall, 920
Green Valley Rd, N. W., Albu-
querque, N.M. For info: Bob
Vardeman, P.0O. Box 11352, Albu-
querque, N.M. 87112
ESFA MEETING at

YM-YWCA, 600

Broad St, Newark, N.J. at 3pm
FANATICS MEETING at home of
member at 7:30pm. For info:

Quinn Simpson, 977 Kains
Albany, Calif. 94706
WOODCHUCKS MEETING at home of
member. For info: Greg Bear,
5787 College Ave, Apt. 37, San
Diego, Ca. 92120 (ph:286-4736)
VALSFA MEETING at home of mem-

Ave,

ber. For info: Dwain Kaiser,
390 N. Euclid, Upland, Calif.
91786

WSFA MEETING at home of member,
at 8pm. For info: Alexis Gill-
iland, 2126 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20032

MINN-STF MEETING at home of
member at noon. For info:
Frank Stodolka, 1325 W. 27th St

Minneapolis, Minn. 55408
LUNARIAN PICNIC at Bethpage
State Park, Long Island. Tor
info: Lee Smeoire, 300 Wortman
Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207

NESFA MEETING at home of member
For info: NESFA, P, O. Box G,
MIT Branch Sta, Cambridge, Mass
LITTLE MEN MEETING at home of
member at 7:30pm. For info: J.
Ben Stark, 113 Ardmore R4,
Berkeley, Calif. 94707

NAMELESS ONES MEETING at home

of member at 8:30pm. For info:
Wally Weber, Box 267, 507 3rd
Ave, Seattle, Wash. 98105 (ph:
RO7-62u3)

PSFS MEETING at Central YMCA,
15th & Arch Sts, Philadelphia,
at 8pm

CHICAGO SF LEAGUE will not meet

Events

14-

Y

15
15

15

16

18
19
21
21

21-

v

21-

Y

22
23
28
29

29

30

16 AGACON 70 at the Howell
House Hotel 1in Atlanta. Reg:
$2.50 attending, $1.50 support-
ing. GoH: Sam Moskowitz. Tor
info: Glen T. Brock, Box 10885,
Atlanta, Ga. 30310

CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING, see Aug. 1

DASFA MEETING at Columbia Sav-
ings & Loan Assoc, corner of W.
Colfax & Wadsworth, Lakewood,
Colo. at 7:30pm. For info: Cam-
ille Cazedessus Jr, P. 0. Box
550, Evergreen, Colo. 80439
DaSFS MEETING at home of member
at 8pm. For info: Tom Reamy,
Box 523, Richardson, Tex. 75080
MISFITS MEETING at home of mem-
ber at 3pm. For info: Howard
Devore, 4705 Weddel St, Dear-
born Heights, Mich. 48125 (ph:
L05-4157)

FANATICS MEETING, see Aug. Uu
WOODCHUCKS MEETING, see Aug. 5
VALSFA MEETING, s®e Aug. 7

WSFA MEETING,see Aug. 7

23 FAN FAIR II at King Edward
Sheraton Hotel, Toronto. Guest
of honor: Isaac Asimov & Anne
McCaffrey. Membership: $3.00
advance, $2.00  supporting,
$3.50 at door. For info: Peter

Gill, 18 Glen Manor Dr, Toronto
13, Ontario, Canada
24 HEICON 70 in Heidelberg.
GoH's: Bob Silverberg, Ted Tubb
& Dr. Herbert W. Franke. At-
tending membership DM20,-, Sup-
porting membership DM14,- to
Mrs. Thea Auler, Heicon '70,
D6272 Niedernhausen, Feldberg-
str. 26A, Germany
MINN-STF MEETING, see Aug. 8
NESFA MEETING, see Aug. 9
LITTLE MEN MEETING, see Aug. 14
CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING, see Aug. 1
OMICRON CETI THREE MEETING at
home of member at 8:30pm. For
info: Joe Isenstadt, 821 N.
Hamilton Ave, Lindenhurst, N.Y.
(ph:516-TU8-8327)
OSFA MEETING at Museum of Sci-
ence & Nat. Hist., Oak Knoll Pk
15




at Big Bend §& Clayton Rds, St.
Louis -- the Science Bldg, 3rd
floor, at 2pm. For info: Doug
Clark, 6216 Famous Ave, St.
Louis, Mo. 63139

30 OSFiC MEETING in Toronto. For
info: Peter Gill, 18 Glen Manor
Dr, Toronto 13; Canada (ph:694-
0667)

September

4-7 TRIPLE FAN FAIR at Howard
Johnson's, Detroit. SF  GoH:
A.J. Budrys. Adv. reg: $3, S4

at door, $1.50 supporting. For
info: Detroit Triple Fan Fair,
14845 Anne St, Allen Park, Mich
48101

5 BURRQUGHS BIBLIOPHILES LUNCHEON
meeting at Detroit Triple Fan
Fair. Special Guest: Philip
Jose Farmer. For info: Mrs.
Rita Coriell, 6657 Locust St,
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

4-7 TOLKIEN CONFERENCE III/MYTH-
CON I at Claremont College,
Calif. GoH: C.S. Kilby. Reg:
$3 to David Ring, 1510 N. Eu-
clid, Upland, Calif. 91768. For

info: Glen GoodKnight, 6117
Woodward Ave, Maywood, Calif.
390270

25-27 THE SYMPOSIUM at the Edge-

water Hyatt House, Long Beach,
Calif. For info: Lee & Barry
Gold, Box 25240, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90025

October

4 OQOPEN ESFA in Newark, N.J.

16-18 SECONDARY UNIVERSE CONFER-
ENCE III at Queensborough Com-
munity College. For  info:
Virginia Carew, English Dept,
Queensborough Community College
Bayside, N.Y. 11364

November

13-15 PHILCON at the Sheraton Ho-
tel, Philadelphia. Principal
speaker: Larry Niven. For info
Kathy Surgenor, 3950 N. Fair-
hill St, Philadelphia, Pa.19140

16

April 1971
9-11 EASTERCON 22 at the

Hotel, Worcester. GoH: Brian
W. Aldiss. For info: Peter R.
Weston, 31 Pinewall Ave, Birm-
ingham 30, U.K.

16-18 LUNACON at the Commodore Ho-
tel in New York. Adv. reg:
$2.50 to Devra Langsam, 250
Crown St, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225

Giffard

MEETINGS HELD EVERY WEEK:

BALTIMORE SCIENCE-FANTASY GROUP:
Sat. at homes of members. For
info: Jack Chalker, 5111 Liber-
ty Heights Ave, Baltimore, Md.

LASFS: Thurs at Palms Playground
Recreation Center, 2950 Over-
land Ave, W. Los Angeles, at 8
pm. (ph:838-3838)

NOSFA: Sat at homes of various
members at 7pm. For info: John
Guidry, 5 Finch St, New Orleans
La. 70124 (ph:282-0u443)

PORTLAND SOCIETY OF STRANGERS :
Sat at homes of members at 7:30
pm. For info: Mike Zaharakis,
1326 SE 15, Portland, Ore.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA SF ASSOC:
Sun at 2pm at homes of members.
For info: Linda Bushyager, 5620
Darlington Rd, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Information supplied in this list is the latest available

to us, including all changes received prior to closing date.

Classified

BOOK LIST:  Over 2000 items, sf,
boys series, detective, novels,

pulps. Send 6¢ stamp for #102
list. I also have copies of Or-
erist (the best of the Tolkien

publications) for $1.00 each.
I, IT, & III currently in print.
Rogers, Box 863, Green Bay, Wis.
5-305

"2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY"  Special
Publication. July 1970 issue of
ERB-dom; 10 pages of photos,

full color wrap around ''mono-
1lith'" cover, several articles §&
collectors info. 25¢ per copy,
postpaid. Caz, P. 0. Box 550,
Evergreen, Colo. 80439
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